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Welcome, beloved friends, to this gathering of hearts and spirits. We gather in the light of truth 
and love illuminated by the Holy Spirit. 

I am Pastor Mike of Saving Grace Lutheran Church in Chino Valley, AZ!.  We pray that God 
will bless you so that what He gives you here, you will be able to take with you into your life 
experiences and connections in the week ahead. 
  
Theme – “Freedom Indeed” (John 8:31-36) 
Jesus is in the middle of a long debate with the Pharisees and other people who had been following him. 
The debate is about who He is, who He claims to be, and who they are. Jesus tells them about his Father, 
but they do not understand. He tells them that if they abide in him that they will know the truth. Jesus tells 
them they are slaves to sin, but the Son can set them free. 

✝  We Lift Our Hearts in Worship  ✝  

Time of Praise and Worship    

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
Martin Luther 

  A mighty fortress is our God,  
  A sword and shield victorious;  
  He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod  
  And wins salvation glorious. 
  The old satanic foe  
  has sworn to work us woe. 
  With craft and dreadful might   
  He arms himself to fight. 
  On earth he has no equal. 

  No strength of ours can match His might. 
  We would be lost, rejected. 
  But now a champion comes to fight, 
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  Whom God Himself elected. 
  You ask who this may be? 
  The Lord of hosts is He, 
  Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
  God’s only Son, adored. 
  He holds the field victorious. 

  Though hordes of devils fill the land 
  All threatening to devour us, 
  We tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
  They cannot overpower us. 
  Let this world’s tyrant rage; 
  In battle we’ll engage. 
  His might is doomed to fail; 
  God’s judgment must prevail! 
  One little word subdues him. 

  God’s Word forever shall abide, 
  No thanks to foes, who fear it; 
  For God Himself fights by our side 
  With weapons of the Spirit. 
  Were they to take our house, 
  Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
  Though life be wrenched away, 
  They cannot win the day. 
  The Kingdom’s ours forever! 

Invocation  

Pastor    Though the earth trembles, and mountains slide into the sea, we will not fear. You, God, are our   
  refuge and our strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 

Worshipers Waters may rise and roar, and mountains shake at their surging; but You, the God of hosts   
  are with us--our stronghold, the God of Israel. 

Pastor    Even if nations are in chaos, and kingdoms fall, Your voice resounds, the earth melts away. 

Worshipers God is with us; the God of Israel is our stronghold. 
 
Pastor    Come! See the deeds of the Most High, the marvelous things God has done on earth; all over the   
  world, God has stopped wars-- breaking bows, splintering spears, burning the shields with fire. 

2



 
Worshipers We know that you are God, exalted among the nations, exalted upon the earth. The Most   
  High is with us; our stronghold is the God of Israel. 
 
Pastor   Amen. 

Worshipers Amen! 

Opening Prayer / Theme Introduction 

Pastor    Jesus, You are the Way, the Truth and the Light, the Light of the World. Chase away the darkness   
  of sin, the darkness of fear and doubt and despair. Fill us with the light of Your truth, Your Word.   
  Produce in us the fruit of righteousness – the evidence that Your Holy Spirit lives in us and works   
  in us and works through us. Teach us what is pleasing to You. Make us shining examples of Your   
  amazing grace, redeeming love, your truth and life-changing power. May others be drawn to You   
  through us. Amen. 

Worshipers Amen! 

Time of Confession and Forgiveness 

Pastor    O God of mercy, we lament that even good actions of reform and renewal had often unintended   
  negative consequences. 

Worshipers We bring before you the burdens of the guilt of the past when our forbears did not   
  follow your will that all be one in the truth of the Gospel. 

Pastor    We confess our own ways of thinking and acting that perpetuate the divisions of the past. As    
 communities and as individuals, we build many walls around us: mental, spiritual, physical, political   
 walls that result in discrimination and violence. Forgive us, Lord. 

Worshipers Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears be attentive to   
  my cry for mercy. If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? But with   
  you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 

Pastor    Christ is the way, the truth and the life. He is our peace, who breaks down the walls that divide, who   
 gives us, through the Holy Spirit, ever-new beginnings. 

Worshipers In Christ, we receive forgiveness and reconciliation, and we are strengthened for a   
  faithful and common witness in our time.  

Pastor     In Jesus’ name! 

Worshipers  Amen! 
✝  We Hear God’s Word  ✝  

First Reading   Revelation 14:6-7 
The Apostle John, in his great vision of the end times, has seen Jesus, the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, 

being worshipped, and sung to. John then sees an angel who proclaims to all people on earth that the hour of 
God’s judgment is here. 

Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the 
earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him 
glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and 
the springs of water.” 
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Second Reading              Romans 3:19-28 
Paul writing to the Romans describes righteousness. He states that all have sinned, and no one can be 
righteous through works of the law. Righteousness is given through Jesus Christ, through faith. And the 

Gentiles are also eligible. Christ’s atoning sacrifice is for all who believe. All are justified freely because of the 
grace of Jesus Christ. 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 
silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s 
sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin. 21 But now apart from 
the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This 
righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and 
Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of 
atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his 
righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it 
to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have 
faith in Jesus.27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires works? 
No, because of the law that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the 
works of the law. 

Gospel    John 8:31-36 
Jesus is in the middle of a long debate with the Pharisees and other people who had been following him. The 
debate is about who He is, who He claims to be, and who they are. Jesus tells them about his Father, but they 
do not understand. He tells them that if they abide in him that they will know the truth. Jesus tells them they 

are slaves to sin, but the Son can set them free. 

36 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are 
Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?” 
34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent 
place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

Response Song   This is Amazing Grace 

Freedom Indeed! Text: John 8:31–36 
Reformation Sunday is an occasion for the Church to celebrate with the reformer Martin Luther her possession of the one, 

true, never-changing Gospel message. Luther’s “discovery” is shared by us all and not confined to only a specific region or 
group of people. Reformation Sunday should provide a setting where the scriptural and theological truths of the Gospel, of 
sinning daily and of receiving forgiveness by the grace of God through faith because of Christ, are brought to the attention of 
the worshipers. The freedom they have is the release from the slavery of their own sin and to be transformed to a new life in 
Christ. 

Luther’s true intention was to speak as a doctor of theology in and on behalf of the church, so that the church might return 
to its true catholic(universal) faith. So, Reformation Day has an ecumenical and catholic focus that speaks on behalf of the 
Gospel, which, according to the First Reading (Rev 14:6–7), is a gospel that is eternal and that must be proclaimed universally 
to all people who dwell on earth. In the face of the coming judgment, the one to be worshiped is the one who also comes as 
our Savior and provides salvation his way and not ours. 

The Epistle (Rom 3:19–28) is the foundation of the Lutheran faith. It fleshes out the content of the Gospel (Jn 8:31–36) in 
greater detail. Since all are sinners with no exception, the Law holds all people accountable, and thus all are justified not by 
works of the Law but by faith in Jesus Christ. Christ is our atonement, his bloody sacrifice is our redemption, and his 
righteousness is received as a gracious gift. It is a key text highlighting for Lutherans the distinctive aspects of what is the 
Gospel, and because of that content, it is treasured in the Lutheran Church as one of the key biblical texts next to (Eph 2:8–9) 
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  
On October 31, 1517, on the eve of All Saints’ Day, the young professor of theology Dr. Martin Luther sent a 
letter to Archbishop Albrecht of Mainz in which he expressed his theological and pastoral concerns over the 
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indulgence system: “Evidently,” he complains, “the poor souls believe that when they have bought indulgence 
letters they are then assured of their salvation. . . . O great God! The souls committed to your care, excellent 
Father, are thus directed to death. . . . Therefore I can no longer be silent on this subject. . . . What a horror, 
what a danger for a bishop to permit the loud noise of indulgences among his people, while the gospel is 
silenced” (AE 48:46–47). 

Luther appended to his letter the Ninety-Five Theses in the hope that they would be disputed among his colleagues and 
other theologians in the church. The traditional way of making the theses publicly known in Wittenberg was to post them on 
the castle church’s doors, which Luther did that same day. Knowledge of the theses spread quickly, and soon Christians were 
reflecting on the basic foundation of the church’s faith as expressed in Thesis 1: “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, 
‘Repent’ (Mt 4:17), he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance” (AE 31:25). Using Scripture as their basis, the 
theses support a doctrine of penance that focuses solely on the contrition of sins and their absolution by the grace of God. Any 
other means to acquire absolution, either through the purchase of a letter of indulgence or by one’s own merits, goes against 
Christ’s atoning work. Salvation is solely “for Christ’s sake, through faith” (AC IV 2), who died as a sacrifice “not only for 
original guilt, but also for all actual sins of mankind” (AC III 3). 

The theme of freedom is central to the apostle Paul, whereas here in the Gospel of John it occurs only once, and that is in 
our text. What kind of a freedom is Jesus talking about? Looking around the world and into the lives of humans, the desire and 
quest for freedom applies to all facets of life: to be released from prison; to live no longer in abject conditions; to be freed from 
the pressures at work; to escape illnesses, addiction, political or racial oppression, imperial and colonial domination. Many 
individuals in the history of mankind who fought for freedom have became film heroes. For example, William Tell is the folk 
hero of Switzerland who fought the Austrian Hapsburg House. William Wallace led the Scots in the First War of Scottish 
Independence against King Edward I of England. But the freedom Jesus talks about in our text is the freedom that 
characterizes his true disciples.Rather, the Spirit of truth abides in them (14:17) and bears much fruit through them (15:4-16). 
(Notice the explicit connection between abiding, bearing fruit, and being a disciple in 15:7-8.) We get the idea that abiding in 
Jesus involves more than mere belief. Abiding involves a new kind of existence, a whole new life. Jesus calls it discipleship. 

True Disciples of Jesus Christ 
Are Those Who Are Indeed Free. 

I. 
In many ways, the desire and struggles for freedom, whether in one’s personal life or in a broader social and political 

setting, are all related to our common human condition—that we humans are caught up in the reality of sin and that we have to 
struggle with its manifold symptoms. The deeper manifestation of such symptoms is, of course, the disease itself that has 
seized the life of every human being and which continues to remain with us till our life’s end. Here and now we still struggle 
with the desire to sin, and its full force remains alive. We would like to think of sin no longer ruling our lives, but, as Paul 
realizes for himself in Romans 7, it remains a constant force even for him who was baptized. We have to speak of this human 
reality and the struggles with sin for us who live as Christians. We remember, for example, Luther’s personal struggle to 
master sin, only that he would find himself entrapped by it. (Here perhaps insert examples from Luther’s life.) Sin is not 
merely an occasional misconduct, but, rather, behind every sinful act lies a desire to sin called “the tendency of humans to sin” 
that holds us captive even after Baptism (see AC II 1–3). Though the Formula of Concord (Article 2) speaks specifically on 
natural man’s spiritual state as being completely dead—even more, as actively resisting God—we cannot look at ourselves as 
the baptized who are completely free from the powers of sin. We still fail to comply perfectly with the moral righteousness (the 
second kind of righteousness) after having received passively the righteousness of Christ (the first kind of righteousness) and 
the freedom from sin’s condemnation. 

What we learn about ourselves is that we are humans endowed with a will. This means that we have an obligation to act in 
certain ways, that is, to live according to the Lord’s will. We are not a piece of wood floating aimlessly in water. Instead, we are 
conscious beings, free to act and choose. In that regard, we are free, but at the same time, with that freedom comes 
responsibility. If we were robots or like the floating wood, we would not be responsible and accountable for our conduct. 
Though we would like to think of ourselves as beings who are in control of our moral decisions, we are aware of a deeper 
problem: we commit sin, and we are slaves to sin. And enslavement is more than an occasional moral derailment. The deeper 
issue is the failed relationship with God, where we do not love, fear, and obey him as we should (First Commandment). 

5



Yes, in Christ Jesus we have found freedom. The Son has set us free (v 36) from sin’s condemnation through our Baptism. 
He is the one who is truly free (v 35), and he continually sets us free through his free forgiveness and enables us by his Spirit to 
serve him and our fellow neighbor. As Christians, we live in that God-given freedom in spite of sin’s power! 

Many in society aspire to a freedom that knows no limits. A person might think he or she has reached true freedom once 
outside a relationship with God. They think they’re no longer bound to anyone but themselves They can do and choose as they 
please. But the Lord says, “You are not free; you are held captive. There is no free existence.” To use a description from John’s 
Gospel, we are either bound to the things from below or to things from above. To fall out of the relationship with God means 
to find oneself on the other side bound to things below. Even if someone believes themselves to be free from God and chooses 
a moral, responsible life, they find themselves on the other side, separated from God, and their works remain sinful. They are 
xzx  captive to the outside power of sin (Rom 6:16–18). We have been given true freedom, but only by being with Christ. 
 Freedom is not the end of our journey, but the beginning. Jesus sets us free for a reason – so that we 
can live freely as his followers. Just as the Israelites were freed from slavery in Egypt in order to live as God’s 
chosen people, we are freed from slavery to sin in order to live as God’s freed and chosen people. We have 
been freed for this reason. We have been called into the freedom of the gospel to live out the call of Jesus. 

II. 
How does this freedom come to us? How does one become a true disciple who experiences this kind of freedom the Lord 

speaks about? It begins by knowing and understanding what it is, this God-given freedom. It certainly is not a freedom of 
relying on oneself or divorcing oneself from the relationship with God. That may seem like freedom, but, ironically, it is an 
enslaved freedom and sinful. Only in God do we find everything we need for our spiritual welfare and what we must know 
about who we are: that he has created us, that he has chosen us before our birth, and that, through Baptism, he has made us his 
children and lets us live under his grace. We are truly free when we live a life with God, as it was meant to be since the creation 
of Adam and Eve. Therefore, someone who is truly free is the one who understands or knows what freedom is—to be made 
free by the Son and find in him freedom (v 36). This truth will set you free. 

This means that the righteousness we are required to demonstrate becomes a gifted righteousness as forgiveness of our sins. 
God is merciful because Christ has given himself for us and through him the knowledge of true freedom is received and 
understood (Eph 4:22–24; Rom 12:2). Being set free and being conscious of it makes one a true disciple. In that freedom, we 
are told to love God above all things. No longer must we love him. We can do so willingly and joyously because the Holy 
Spirit awakens us, draws us, and makes us alive. It is true that John does not speak of our justification in the same choice of 
words as the apostle Paul (e.g., in Rom 3:21–28). But freedom is nothing else than the gift which is received through the 
absolution of our sins. 

III. 
Christ wants his disciples to know where they can find their freedom. It is in his words. It is through the Word that all we’ve 

said happens. We must stay with the Word, which brings us that freedom and sustains us in it. Not only do we live in that 
freedom, and not only do we know it, but we also find it through the power of God’s Word. The Greek word translated 
“remain” means that we should dwell in it, right next to it, and never abandon it. Discipleship is more than going to church to 
attend worship or participating in group events or in a Bible study. Discipleship is staying in Christ’s Word and Sacraments 
and wanting to receive freedom as forgiveness. Abiding in his Word is more than studying or learning about it. Through it, 
Christ speaks to us, forgives us, and guides us. He began our relationship, and now he wants to remain in personal contact with 
us through his Word, by us practicing and nurturing our relationship with him through it. In the past, we began a new life in 
truth and in freedom, and now God continues to give freedom as a gift. Reformation Sunday is the occasion to discover anew 
that our future has begun with the gift of freedom in Christ’s Word. 

“With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were our loss effected.” That is how the second stanza of the Reformation 
hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (LSB 656) begins. In these words, we find the insight that Martin Luther discovered 
once upon a time in Wittenberg. We affirm these truths today with him. My own efforts do not bring me any closer to the goal 
of being with God. I cannot earn my relationship with him on my own nor can I buy it. It is given to me as a gift freely, that is, 
“by grace alone” (sola gratia), heard through his Word (solo scriptura), and received in faith (sola fide). These phrases are not 
empty and antiquated, but rather bring us the wonderful news of my freedom won for me by Christ. The righteous shall live 
by faith alone and not by works. My constant striving, always wanting to be an achiever, and this selfish focus on myself all 
come to an end. The grace of God lifts me up, and through his Word, I remain lifted up. Amen. 
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Message Song    No Longer Slaves 

✝  We Respond to God’s Word  ✝  
Affirmation of Faith 

Pastor   We believe that Jesus is the light of the world. Whoever follows Jesus will never walk in   
  darkness but will have the light of life. 

Worshipers Jesus is the way and the truth and the life. No one goes to the Father except through   
  Jesus. 

Pastor   We hold to the teachings of Jesus. We know the truth, and the truth has set us free. 

Worshipers Everyone who sins is a slave to sin.  Now a slave has no permanent place in the family,   
  but a son belongs to it forever.  The Son has set us free and we are free indeed. 

Pastor    Jesus came into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in Him should stay in   
  darkness. 

Worshipers We have fixed our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. 

Pastor   Together we pray and affirm these truths. 

Worshipers Amen! 
✝  We Pray ✝  

Prayers 
• Gratitude for the Lord’s blessings 

• Wisdom in dealing with challenges at work and home 

• Offering praise and glory to the Father, in the Son, through the Spirit. . . 
• Thanking God for the way He guides and guards each of us daily. . . 
• Thanking Him for the forgiveness He so freely offers. . . 
• For peace for our world, wars, rumors of wars, armies, civilians. . . 
• For wisdom and guidance for our nation, our president, elected officials, local leaders. . . 
• For our family units here within our community and congregation. . .   
• Requests for healing: of relationships; of emotional issues; of physical concerns. . . 
• For strength to be His hands and feet to a dying world. 

The Lord’s Prayer        
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   Amen. 

Dismissal Blessing 

Pastor  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 

Worshipers Amen. 
✝  We Depart in Peace  ✝  

Benediction 
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Pastor   May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy   
  Spirit be with you all. Amen 
Worshipers Amen. 

Closing Song   Living Hope 

PASTOR:  PREACH  TEACH  EQUIP 
PRAYER TEAM is available after each Sunday service.  Please come to the Altar area if you would like 

individual prayer. 

Today immediately following the service we will watch the inspirational Katharina von Bora Luther 
video - Then, Now, Always . . . Laurel Kelsh Jones gives life to Katie with history, humor 
and a powerful faith message, which tells of their lives, their love and the power of God’s 
grace in each of our lives today. 

Today’s flowers are provided by Jeff and Jody Perry and Benny and Lydia Figueroa to the Glory of 
God for life! 

Council meetings, unless otherwise noted, are conducted every third Monday at 10 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Tuesdays 4:00 p.m.  Tuesday:  An adventure this certainly is!  Not merely mind-filling, but life-
changing and faith-deepening as well.  The investment of your best effort will yield 
dividends during this study and in the years thereafter.  BUCKLE YOUR SEATBELTS and 
get ready for the biblical “ride of your life”!  As we explore together the epistle to the 
Romans, one of the greatest books of the Bible.   

Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. Women’s Fellowship and Bible Study.  “Overflowing Abundance” - A Bible 
Study on Jesus Feeding the Five Thousand - Matthew 14:13-21 by Donna Snow.  Please bring a 
3-ring notebook in which to keep the lessons. 

Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Shoe Boxes    This year we collected specific items for our shoe boxes by 
the month and by the category.    October’s items:  Whatever is needed from the previous 
months requests. 

REMEMBER:  the items need to be of the size to fit in a shoe box. 

  NOTE:  No candy, toothpaste, glass items, war toys, seeds, fruit roll ups or other snacks, 
chocolate, gum, medicine, cash money, vitamins, damaged or used items, drink mixes (powdered 
or liquid), liquids or lotions, breakable items such as snow globes, glass containers or aerosol 
cans. 
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